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Abstract

Rural areas demonstrate a wide range of qualities, from the beauty of their nature to the significance of
their culture and cultural heritage. But they also face a unique set of challenges such as unemployment,
limited touristic offerings, lack of diversified economic activities beyond agriculture, farming and forestry.
In this context, tourism - one of major contributors in EU economy — could become an anchor for economic
development of rural areas.

Motivated from the above considerations, the TOURAL EU project focuses on cultural and creative tourism
as drivers for sustainable development of rural and remote areas, within the context of multidestination
tourism offerings empowered by macro-regional tourism cooperation. The proposed model supports
touristic development of rural regions balancing the growth of their urban clusters (more popular &
touristic) with the growth potential of their remote & rural grid cells. The modelling approach is
multidimensional, addressing complementary tourism verticals and niche sectors; with the aim to
empower the offering to the market multi-destination and multidimensional tourism offerings.

The target is multiple tourism niche sectors, namely underwater (UW) cultural & nature heritage tourism
(UCNHT), cultural & creative tourism (CCT), cultural science tourism (CST), and silver tourism (SLT).
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